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School Phone:  763-784-6340 Grades:  Kindergarten-8th 
Church Year:  Pentecost 15 Date:  September 5, 2021 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church & School 
460 75th Ave. NE 

Fridley, MN  55432 
Email:  john.p.hein@gmail.com 

Home Page:  www.FridleyLutheran.org 
Member:  CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION 

Hymns: 
TLH 18: Lord, We Come Before Thee Now 
WS 768: Be Strong in the Lord 
TLH 267: If God Had Not Been on Our Side 
   Communion:  Meditative Music 
TLH 52: Almighty Father, Bless the Word 
 

Listening assistance is available. Please ask an usher. 

Worship Prep: 
Psalm 119, Part III 
Liturgy: 
TLH, p. 15 (Projected) 
Gloria:  TLH 237:1 

Scripture Readings: 
Deut. 4:1-2,6-8 
Mark 7:1-8,14,15,21-23 
 

Sermon:  Ephesians 6:10-18 
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put 
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints--   (NKJVTM) 

WE CAN FACE DOWN THE ENEMY 
1 . Clothed in the armor of God 

2. Wielding the sword of the Spirit  



  
COVID-19 Pre-Cautions:  If anyone is high risk, vulnerable, recently exposed to a COVID-19 patient, or 
has symptoms of illness (esp. high temp. and cough), the individual along with any others in that person’s 
household are urged to stay home for one’s own well-being and the well-being of others.  Online worship 
is still available at FridleyLutheran.org.  Face coverings are optional. Thank you for being mindful of 
your fellow Christians, understanding that there are differing sensitivities about the pandemic. 

 Thanks to retired Pastor Daniel Fleischer for sharing the Word of 

God today.  He is filling in today for pastor who is recovering from 

ear surgery. 

 Among Us: Barb Crandall is now receiving therapy at the Anoka 

Rehab Center after being hospitalized after her recent fall.  She has 

applied for long-term care.  May the LORD tend to her needs. 

 Service Schedule:  The Sunday schedule will be changing next week 

on September 12.  Sunday School and Bible Class will begin at 9:00 

am with regular morning worship at 10:00 am.  Our members are 

strongly encouraged to take advantage of these classes to 

strengthen themselves spiritually through the “one thing needful” 

during their life’s journey.  As Jesus said 

in Luke 11:28:  “Blessed are those who 

hear the word of God and keep it!” 

 Sunday School:  Those interested in occasionally subbing may speak 

with Pastor.  We are set with regular teachers. 

 Special Voters Meeting:  A special Voters 

meeting will be held Sun., Sept. 12, to 

consider the organ committee’s proposal.    

The organ committee is now recommending 

to the Voters that Grace purchase the new 

version of the Phoenix organ that was trialed during July.  Pending 

Voter approval, the goal for the organ fund would be $55,000, a little 

more than the cost of the organ given some likely expenses to 

accommodate the organ in our sanctuary.  To order the organ, 60% 

of the cost needs to be collected upfront which equates to $33,000.  

Currently there is about $20,000 in the organ fund.  Should there be 

any remaining funds after the organ project is completed, the 

committee would recommend that they be used toward the next 

project at Grace, perhaps even for our sanctuary improvement since 

there is a committee now for that.  Should anyone wish to donate to 

the organ project (even before the Voters meet), you may designate 

Organ Fund on your offering envelope.  



 Church Picnic:  Sunday, Sept. 19, is the church picnic here on the 

church grounds following our regular service.  Grilled hot dogs and 

buns will be provided.  Members are asked to bring a dish to share, 

including things like salads, chips, and/or desserts.  Committee #3 

will serve and cleanup, though additional help would be appreciated. 

 Hospitality:  In an effort to return to normalcy, the Elders are 

resuming the hospitality program.  This is an opportunity for 

members to fellowship following the worship service on the 1
st
 and 

3
rd

 weekends of the month during the regular schedule.  With the 

picnic being on the 3
rd

 Sunday this month, the first hospitality will be 

on Sunday, October 3.  Volunteer teams usually serve refreshments, 

either out of their own generosity or by serving what’s on hand.  The 

effort is done to help our congregation support one another and the 

Elders would like to retain that as its focus.  The Elders do not wish to 

restrain or force team members in doing anything more or less than 

what they in their hearts wish to do when they are serving.  Team 

members may also welcome folks as they come to Bible study and/or 

worship that morning.  There are currently four existing teams.  But 

given the long suspension of this, there may be new volunteers who 

wish to serve on teams or perhaps changes are being sought to the 

teams.  If so, please speak with Elder Eli Wales about this.  Galatians 

6:10: Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

 CLC Convention Proceedings:  The 2021 CLC Convention 

Proceedings are now available. You may read the Proceedings online 

or print a copy from there at:  tinyurl.com/2021-clc-proc. 

 CLC News:  Former seminary graduate, Nick Naumann, has received 

the call to Living Savior Lutheran in Eden Prairie, MN.    Mrs. Louise 

Mayhew has accepted the call to serve a one-year, part-time call, 

teaching the upper grades at Grace Lutheran in Valentine, NE.   
 

Last Week’s Stats:  Aug. 29, 2021    Sun.: 78 
 Sun. Offering: Grace: $1,352 CLC: $200 
 Weekly Need: Grace: 4,125 CLC: 1,000 
     -Under / +Over: Grace: -2,773 CLC: -800 

 Year-to-Date Offering: Grace:     $142,563 CLC: $35,424 
 Year-to-Date Need: Grace: 144,375 CLC: 35,000 
     Year-to-Date (+/-) Grace: -1,812 CLC: +424 

 GLC Other:   570 Living Faith:   0 Tuition Aid:  100 
 SAF Endowment: 0 MDF: 50 Kinship:  70 
 ILC Student Aid: 0 ILC Bldg. 50 IIF:  0        CEF:  0 

 Current Balances: Tuition Aid:  $2,532  Organ:  $19,665 
 

 



WHATEVER HAPPENED TO TRUTH? 

In 1973, the world-renowned psychiatrist Karl Menninger (1893-1990) 
asked: Whatever Became of Sin? In his book he projected the day would 
come when sin would no longer be a part of conversation because, he 
speculated, the explanation of sin and wrongdoing would be replaced 
by rationalizations excusing individual accountability. Today we are 
there. In 2021, sin is a protected human right. There is no fear of God; 
no respect for the Lord. “Scorners delight in their scorning, and fools 
hate knowledge” (Proverbs 1:22). 

Sin is not determined by the subjective mind of man, or by what offends 
his sensitivities. “Sin is the transgression of the Law” (1 John 3:4). Sin is 
missing the mark, missing the target. Which mark and which target? 
That of absolute holiness set forth in the Ten Commandments written 
by the finger of God. 

‘‘Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to Me on the mountain and be 
there, and I will give you tablets of stone, and the law and the 
commandment which I have written, that you might teach them’” 
(Exodus 24:12). “When He had made an end of speaking with him upon 
Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of 
stone, written with the finger of God” (Exodus 31:18). “The tablets were 
God’s work, and the writing was God’s writing engraved on the tablets” 
(Exodus 32:16). 

To not do “What thou shalt,” or to do “What thou shalt not” is sin. Sin 
separates from God. Sin constructs a wall over which no one can climb 
to God. Corrupt minds can rationalize human behavior to deny sin. They 
cannot make sin, or its consequence disappear. There is nothing 
beautiful about sin, and there is no pretty way to describe its 
consequence. Unrepented sin condemns to hell. “The wages of sin is 
death…” (Romans 6:23). “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in 
all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them” 
(Galatians 3:10; cf. Deuteronomy 27). 

They who reject God are a law unto themselves. Inasmuch as they 
are unregenerate recalcitrants, their “lawmaker” is the devil, the father 
of lies and deceit. Jesus said, “You are of your father the devil, and 
the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 



him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a 
liar and the father of it” (John 8:44). They who reject God’s law are a 
law unto themselves. They serve their own agenda, their own pleasures. 
They bend the law and will of God to fit their will, the moment, the 
time, and their own whims. 

As we look about us, we echo the question of Karl Menninger. Today, 
decency, morality, civility, neighborly courtesy are being turned on their 
ear in a society run amok. Respect for God’s creation of marriage, 
genders, life in the womb (and outside of it), social mores, speaking 
truth, honesty, individual freedom, religious freedom—all have fallen 
victim to man’s innate desire to do what is “right in his own eyes” 
(Proverbs 21:2). “Whatever became of sin?”  Without even considering 
the deeper consequence relating to the impenitent sinners’ existence in 
eternity, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the 
way of death” (Proverbs 14:12). We are seeing that regularly on the 
streets; we are seeing it in the demise of a civil society. 

If one were minded to make an excuse for the behavior of a godless 
society—and there is no excuse—we might blame ignorance. By 
ignorance, they who walk in sin sentence themselves to death because 
they have rejected the truth of sin and its consequence. There is no 
truth in the father of lies, and consequently no truth in his followers. 
Not facing the reality of sin, they reject the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is 
“The way, the TRUTH, and the Life…” (John 14:6). In our 2021 society, in 
our country, where recognition of sin is passé—but sin itself is not—we 
see rationalizations excusing individual accountability.   

Since the devil deceived Adam and Eve, there is no new sin under the 
sun. Living the truth in word and deed, inasmuch as it is a fruit of a 
sanctified life in Christ is (in a society which denies the true God), a rare 
commodity. As we observe our society, from the political world to the 
halls of congress--where truth is whatever fits an agenda--, to the 
street, to the business world, to the on-going “pandemic”, to the world 
scene, to the threat of the renewal of war in Afghanistan as this is being 
written--what is the truth? The expression of truth has gone the way of 
the denial of sin! Whom can we trust? 

One can call a manure pile by another name. It is still what it is. Calling 
good what God calls sin does not change an evil act. Sin is still sin in the 
eyes of Him Who said, “Thou shalt…,” and “Thou shalt not…” If Bible-



deniers in society have any acquaintance with the Bible, they hate or 
twist Bible truth because they do not like what it says about their acts or 
themselves. They turn on those who speak Scripture because they do 
not want to be reminded of what the Bible says about sin and its 
judgment. 

But fellow Christian, stop! Think about it, first of all, as it relates to you 
in society. Among the lost of the world were we. Before feeling smug 
about oneself, the Christ-believer must examine himself in the light of 
God’s Word which says, “If you love me, keep My 
commandments” (John 14:15). So how is it going with us? Still in the 
flesh, and cognizant of the weakness (or is it strength) of the flesh, we 
cannot claim to be without sin. Our own sins behoove us to go to the 
Lord daily in contrition and repentance: “I have sinned. Lord forgive me. 
Help me to reflect your will in my life before the world. Help me to show 
by my life that my love for You is honest and above reproach.” 

It is unconscionable that some churches have accommodated 
themselves to the world. By design, or out of fear of offending 
someone, many refuse to call sin, sin. Before God and man, they must 
answer two questions: “Whatever became of sin” and “Whatever 
happened to Truth?” The questions are important because without the 
truth about sin, there is no antidote to sin, and no release from the 
consequence of sin. Heterodox churches may profess to believe the 
Bible; they may quote it. If they do not accept and teach the Bible as the 
wholly inspired Word of God and do not accept or teach the Holy 
Scripture as divine, unalterable, truth in all its parts, from Genesis to 
Revelation, they contribute to the sin problem and harm not only 
society, but destroy souls. 

The Gospel, if it is preached, falls on deaf ears, when there is no honesty 
about sin. Let us say up front—though society, and even the church may 
deny the truth, distort the truth, twist the truth, and color the truth 
(which is a lie)--truth is fact; it is reality; truth is incontrovertible! Truth 
has not disappeared, and truth is not going away! Before the 
Reformation the question was asked. It was hidden by the deceit of 
men, but it did not disappear. The light of the truth overcame the 
darkness, as surely as the sun rose in the morning. Think of an airplane 
flight. As the plane rises through the clouds, one sees the brightness of 
the sun. The sun is always shining. 



All men are liars, that is demonstrable. The Triune God, the Creator of 
Heaven and earth is Truth personified in Jesus Christ. The eternal God is 
eternal truth. 

“God is not a man, that He should lie…” (Numbers 23:19). 

We live “in hope of eternal life which God, Who cannot lie, promised 
before time began…”(Titus 1:2). 

God showed “by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for 
God to lie [that] we might have strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us” (Hebrews 6:18). 

The word of men is suspect. The Word of God is truth. Jesus, “The  way, 
the truth, and the life,” prayed to His Father: “Sanctify them by Your 
truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17). 

Temples have been burned, steeples have fallen, but the truth of God 
has endured. Men tried to kill the truth when they hung Jesus on the 
cross. By God’s grace His blood washed away our sins. He died and 
reconciled us unto God. He arose. In the darkest of times on this earth 
the eternal sun shines because the Son of God lives. We are blessed as 
we flee for comfort to Him and, more so, in faith lay hold of the hope 
set before us. 

The Bible speaks truth of sin—its definition, its reality, its consequence 
in time and for eternity. It shows the solution to sin—Christ Jesus. The 
Bible speaks truth, punctuated by our Savior’s resurrection from the 
dead. It calls to repentance and gives light and life to all who by the 
Spirit believe the truth. 

Truth is found in God’s Word and promise. When trials and afflictions, 
fears and doubts, sorrows and frustrations, and pain and tears of this 
life are past, we shall know the fruition of every promise of our God 
Who says, “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Romans 10:13), by grace through faith in Christ. 

God’s Word and truth are synonymous. “The Word of our God stands 
forever” (Isaiah 40:6-8). Rejecter of the Word will forever be 
susceptible to the lies of Satan who deceives the unbelieving world. 

“Whatever happened to truth?” The truth lives and abides forever. 
Whether you find it depends on where you are looking, and where your 
hope lies! 

By Rev. Daniel Fleischer, 8/2021 



  
Organist:  Maureen Ochsner Elder:  Dale Enns 

Ushers:  Gary Gunther; Bob Maki; Bill Rust; David Stifter; 
Joel Stifter; Bob Vandeveer 

Counting Team 4:  James Bomber; Roger Ochsner; Al 
Rosendahl; Dave Rust 

Church Cleaners:  R. & H. Nelson  School: Baker/Konway 

  
Ushers:  Larry Brandt; Jeremiah Boe; Nick Duehlmeier; Dale 

Enns; Duane Enns; Brandon Paplow; Pat Paplow 

Counting Team 1:  Dale Enns; Larry Nelson; Ryan Oman; Pat 
Paplow; Phil Radichel 

Church Cleaners:  R. & H. Nelson  School: Bomber/Vandeveer 

  
Sun., Sept. 5: 9:00 am – Worship Service w/Lord’s Supper (Pentecost 15) 
Mon., Sept. 6: Labor Day – No School 
Tue., Sept. 7: Grace School – 45

th
 Year Anniversary (9/7/1976) 

Wed., Sept. 8: 4:30-6:15 pm – Catechism for Public School Students 
Sun., Sept. 12: Return to Regular Schedule 
  9:00 am – Bible Class and Sunday School 
  10:00 am – Worship Service (Pentecost 16) 
  11:15 am – Special Voters Meeting 
  12:00 pm – Council Meeting 
Tue., Sept. 14: 4:30-6:15 pm – Catechism for Public School Students 
Sun., Sept. 19: 9:00 am – Bible Class and Sunday School 
  10:00 am – Worship Service (Pentecost 17) 

11:00 am – Annual Church Picnic 
Mon., Sept. 20: 7:00 pm – Grace School Parent Night 
Wed., Sept. 22: CLC Coordinating Council Meeting 
Sun., Sept. 26: 9:00 am – Bible Class and Sunday School 
  10:00 am – Worship Service (Pentecost 18) 
  11:00 am – Open Forum for Sanctuary Improvements 
Sun., Oct. 3: 9:00 am – Bible Class and Sunday School 
  10:00 am – Worship Service w/Lord’s Supper (Pentecost 19) 
  11:00 am – Hospitality 
  12:00 pm – Council Meeting 
Oct. 5-6: Minnesota Pastoral Conference (Austin, MN) 
Sun., Oct. 10: Mission Festival w/Pastor Terrel Kesterson 
  9:00 am – Bible Class and Sunday School 

10:00 am – Mission Festival Worship Service 
  11:00 am – Mission Festival Potluck Meal 
Oct. 20-22: CLC Teachers’ Conference (Hales Corners, WI) 
 


