How a pastor prepares a sermon

A, An overview
1. Prayer for the Spirit’s help and blessing
Beginning
Middle
End — leaving the sacristy

2. Picking a text
Use of a Pericope
Use of a Rotation: EGO
Special occasions

3. Studying the text
(see point 1, again)
Exegesis — drawing out of the text
® Studying the Greek/Hebrew
o Word study and points of grammar

Isagogics- setting the context of the text including historical period
and place.

Cross references

Looking for the Spirit’s truths
What is unique to this text
Law/Gospel thoughts

Where is Jesus (Jlohn 5:39)

4, Insights from others
Reviewing commentaries on the text,

5. Formulating a theme and paris
What does the Spirit want us to know
Applying the text ta the sinner (me and my hearers)

6. Writing the sermon
Qutline or manuscript

Picking hymns and Psalms

7. Preparing for delivery



B. One Example
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1. Doctrines in this text:
2. Wherz is Jesuys?
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3. What is special about this text?

4. Formulating a theme (and parts?)
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1 How pre-cious i§ the Book Di-vine, By In -gpi - ma -tion
Qur to

giv'nl
€ Itz Hght, descend-ing from a - bove gloom-y cheer,
81t shows to man his wan-d'ring ways And where his feet have trod,
4 Q'sr all the straight and nar-fow way Its Ta-diant benms are cast;
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Bright az w lamp it= doctrines shine To goide our souls to Geav'n.
Diz - play: & Sav-lor's boundless love And brivgs His glo-rie= near.
And brings to view thematchieccgraco f o  for-giv-ing God.
A light whose nev-er Wea-ry ray Cirows brightest at the last, A-men,

5 It aweetly cheers our drooping bearts 8 Thislamp through all the tadjous nlght
In s dark vule of tears. Of life ahiall gulde our way
Lits, light, and joy it still imparts Till wo behoid the cloarer Light
And guells gur rizing lears. Of an eternal day.



