A CREED SHOULD BE BIBLICAL

So let’s look at the Apostle’s Creed and see If It's words are supported by the Bible!

And In Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord

When wa confess the Apoitle’s Creed, wa not only
affirm that we belleva that God can be called Fathar,
Is Almighty ancl Is the Creattr of the Heavens and the
earth,.wa #lso corfess that Jasus tha Christ Is God's
Son {also God) and our Lord,

I'm not trying to Insult your Intelligance...but cun
you think of a Bible passege that plainly says
that Jasus Is the Sun of God?

There are many.

John %;18 (NKIV) « ¥ For God s loved the wotld
that He gave Hig anly hegottan Son, that whoever
belleves [h Him should not perish but have
evarlasting life,

The ahova passage doesn’t spacifically say thit
lesus of Nazareth Is God's Son..but thers are
passages that do.

Just so wa are clear..In calling Jesus the Son of
God we are not vaying that Ha Is In some way
Inferior to Godl the Father or Godl the Holy Spirit.
Wa believe In God the Father, God thé Son and
God the Spirit..and we believe that these 3
persons of God make up one God.

John 20:31 (NKJV) - ¥ but these are written that

you may belleve that lagys (s the Christ, the San
of God, and that belleving you may have life in His
name,

Romans 114=4 (NKJV) ~ Paul, a bondservant of
Jasus Christ, called to be &n apostle, saparated to
the gospel of God ? whith He promised hefore
thruu:h His prophets In the Holy Scriptures,

Y cancarning His Son fesus Chelst our Lord, who
was born of the teed of David accarding to the
flosh, *and deglared to be the Son of Siod with
pawar according to the Spirit of holiness, by the
rasurraction from the dead.

Hebrews 4:14 (NKIV) - 4 Spaing than that we
heve o grent Migh Priest who has passed through
tha heavens, Jasus the Son of God, lat us hold fast
@ur confession.

1 John 4:15 (NKJV) = ¥ Whoever confesses that
Jesus s the Son of God, God abides In him, and
he In God.

Matthew 2:17 (NKIV) - 17 And suddenly a volca

came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased.”



A CREED SHOULD BE BIBLICAL

So let’s look at the Apostle’s Creed and see if It's words are supportecd by the Biblel

Who was concaivad by the Holy Ghost...

This truth Is both simple apd profound, We all
understand how conception normally works, A
human father provides the sparim and the mother
provides the egg and God grapts tonception,

Every human father (since the fall into sin) Is born In
the Image of sinful Adam. Every human mother
(since the fall Into sin) 1s also barn In the Image of
sinful Adam.

The result can only ba a sinful child.

Mary was a3 virgln..so the announcement of her
pragnancy was a surprise (to say the least) and an
Impossibllity witheut God's Intarvention,

Think of it like this, the Holy Spirit implanted the
embryo In the womb of Mary 80 the child born of
her was human, but without sin,

It was the only way the Son of God could be human
and yet sinless,

Who was born of the Virgin Mary...

Even though His conception was & miratle, the birth
of Jesus was just like every other birth...save being
announced by angels|

Luke 1:34-35 (NKJV) ~ ¥ Then Mary said to the
angel, " I

man?” * And the angel answered and said to her,
“The_Hely Splds will come. upon you, and_the
power. of the Highest will overshedow vou;
tharefore, alsa, that Holy One whe Is to be born
will be called the Son of Ged.

Matthaw 1:20 (NKIV) = 2 But while he thought
about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
sppeared to him In @ dream, saying, “Jaseph, son
of David, do not be afrald to take to you Mary your
wife, for that which Is concaived In her s of the
Haly. Salrit,

Isslah 7:14 (NKIV) - 4 Tharefore the Lord Himself
will glve you a sign: Behold, the vigin shall
concelve and bear a Son, and shall call His neme
Immanuel,

Matthew 1:23-24 (NKIV) « * “Behold, the virgin
shall be with child, and bear o Son, and they sholl
call His name Immanuel,” which Is trunslated, “God
with us.” #Then Joseph, being aroused from sleap,
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and
took to him his wife,

Luke 2:7 (NKIV) = 7 And she brought forth her
firstborn Son, and wrapped MHim In swaddling
cloths, and lald Him In a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn.
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Who sufferad under Pontius Pllate...

There are many passages in the New Tastamaent,
especially tha Gospals, thet show the role of
Pontius Pliute In Jasus' suffering.

Whe was crucified...
While the Gospel writars don't give us all the gory

details, the fact that Jasus was crucified Is beyond
disputa.

Who died...

Again, the death of Jesus is chronicled by each of
tha Gospel writers. The fact thut he was dead Is
clarifiad especlally in John's Gospel,

John 19:28-37

Thesa are all matters of FAITH...and are
confirmed In the Scriptures. NONE of us
witnessed these things with our own

eyes, for none of us was alive In the 1%
Centuryl

Matthew 27:28-26 (NKIV) —~ 2 When Pllate saw
that he could not prevall at all, but rather thot a
tumult was rising, he took water and washed his
hands befora the multitude, saying, "I am
Inneecent of tha blood of this just Person. You sae
to ft” * And all the people answerad and said,
"“Hig blood be on us and on our children.”

grutified.

Mark 15:24-25 (NKJV) - * And when they
cruclfiad Him, they divided His germents, casting
lots for them to detertnine what every man
should take. ¥ Now It was the third hour, and

thay sruclfied Him.

Acts 2:36 (NKIV) - ¥ “Tharefore let all the house
of Israel know assuradly that God has mada this
Jesus, whom you gruclfied, both Lord and Christ.”

Mark 15:37 (NKJV) - ¥ And Jesus cried out with a
loud voice, and breathed Mis last.

Luke 23:48 (NKJV) - 46 And when Jesus had crled
out with a loud voice, He sald, “Father, ‘into Your
hands | commit My spirit.” * Having said this, He
breathed His last.



John 19:28-37 (NKJV) -~ 28 After this, Jesus, knowing that
all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst]” 2 Now a vessel full of
sour wine was sitting there; and they fllled a sponge with
sour wine, put /t on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 3°So
when Jesus had recelved the sour wihe, He said, "It Is
finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

N Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the
bodies should not remaln on the cross on the Sabbath (for
that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pllate that
their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken
away. ¥ Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the
first and of the other who was crucified with Him,

# put when they came to Jesus and saw that He was
already dead, they did not break His legs. ¥
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o) leve. 3 For these
things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled,
“Not one of His bones shall be broken.” 3 And again
another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom
they plerced.”
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Who was burled...

After all, that’s what you do with dead people. In
fact, It was most common In those days to bury
people In tha ground, llke we do today. However,
Jesus’ burlal In a rich man's tomb was foretold In the
Scriptures...

The facts are racorded simply. He was burled and
his burlal was witnessed by tha women..the sama
women who would first see him allve after His
resurrection from the dead.

Matthaw 27:61 (NKIV)
And Mary Magdalene was
there, and the other Mary,
sitting opposite the tomb.

Luke 28:55 (NKIV)

% And the women who
had come with Him from
Galllee followed after, and
they observed the tomb
and how His body was
lald.

Mark 15:47 (NKJV)

4 And Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of
Joses observed where He
was lald.

Matthew 27:7 (NKIV) -- 7 And they consulted

together and bought with them the potter'’s flald,
£o bury strangars In.

Isninh 83:9 (NKJV) - And they made His grave with
the wicked— But with the rich at Hls_death,

Because He had done no violence, Nor wus any
decelt In His mouth.

John 19:38-42 (NKJV) ~ * After this, Joseph of
Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secratly,
far faar of the Jews, asked Pllate that he might take
away the body of Jesus; and Pllate gave him
permission. S0 he ¢came and took the body of
Jesus, ¥ And Nicodamus, who at first came to
Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixtura of
mytrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. **Then
they took the body of Jesus, and bound it In strips
| wi e W
Is_to bury. ** Now In the place where He was
crucified there was a garden, and In the garden a
new tomb in which no one had yet been lald. “250
there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews'
Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.



He descended into Hell....
Let's make sure that we understand
this phrase...

The word translated ‘preached’ means
to proclaim as a herald, proclaim
aloud, to make known. So Jesus
descended into hell to announce His
victory over Satan and his host,

False Teachings Concerning Jesus’ descent into Hell

It Isn’t just that some are offended by the phrase and omit it.
There are a number of false teachings concerning Jesus descent Into Hell.

1) Some suggest that Jasus didn’t really descend Into hell, but went Into ‘limba’ or
‘purgatory’ in order to release Old Testament Bellevers from suffering. I'm
guessing you can figure out who suggests this...and why the suggest it,

2) 5till others suggest that the ‘prison for spirits’ is just & reference to the grave...

3) Still others suggest that the reason that Jesus descended Into Hell was to give
the condemned one last chance to belleve and escape. Thare Is a very specific
Greek word used of proclaiming the good news..and It Isn’t used here. This
suggestion also does damage to God's Justice and His Word.

4) Finally, (and I'm sure this Isn't the last false teaching about hell, but it is the most
prevalent) some suggest that Jesus went to hell to suffer...despite the fact that
Jesus sald, "It Is finished’ before He died.

We speak of Jesus’ Humlliatlon and Exaltation for a good reason.

t Actually, we speak this way because the Blble speaks of His Humillation and
exaltation....shocking Isn't it?

Phillpplans 2:5-11 (NKIV)
% Let this mind be In you which was also in Christ Jasus, ¢who, being In tha form of
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men,

% And being found in appearance as @ man, He humbled Himself and became
obedlent to the paint of death, even the death of the cross

£

Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which Is above

every name, °that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven,
and of those an earth, and of those under the earth, ** and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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He descended Into Hell...

If you recall, this Is one of those phrases that was
not Included In the Old Roman Creed. In fact, it's a
phrase that some Methodlists and Presbyterians
omit today because they find It offensive and
suggest that the phrase merely refers to the burlal,

Hmm. | don't think so.

What ¢an we say about this phrase? The basls for
the phrase Is found In 1 Peter 3:19 and alluded to In
Colossians 2:14-15.

Colossians 2114-15 (NKIV)
14 having wiped out the
handwriting of
requirements that was
agalnst us, which was
contrary to us. And He has
taken It _oul of the way,
heving_nalled It to the
cross: ** Having disarmed
princlpalities and powers,
He made @ public
spactacla _ of __ them,
triumphing over them in it.

He descended into Hell....

In other words, sometime on the first day
of the week, after He had arisen from
death, before Me appeared to anyone,

i Jesus went and preached [made an

M i eomptpg g vonal

announcement] to the spirits in hell,

The word translated ‘preached’ means to
proclaim as a herald, proclaim aloud, to
make known..llke a town crier would.
Jesus descended into hell to announce His
victory over Satan and his host.

1 Peter 3:18-20 (NKJV) - 8 For Christ also
suffered once for sins, the Just for the unjust, that
Me might bring us to God, being put to death in
the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, *® by whom
also He want and presched to the spirits In
prison, ¥ who formerly were disobedlent, when
once the Divine longsuffering walted In the days
of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, In
which a few, that Is, eight souls, were saved
through water,
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Christ
suffered Christ went and preached to the
onca for spirits In prison..[and the only
sins prison for spirits God's Word
speaks about Is Hell, which Is
Christ was further clarified here when It says
putto that the unbelieving from Noah's
death In day were present.]
the fiash
Christ wes
made allve
by the
Spirit or In

the spirit



STATE OF HUMILIATION

The term ‘state of humiliation’ refers to the fact that Jesus humbled Himself in order to redeem us.
The ‘steps of humiliation’ refer to the things Jesus did that were necessary for our redemption.

STATE OF EXALTATION

The term ‘state of exaltation’ on the other hand, refers to the fact that God exalted Jesus because
He completed the work of our redemption, While the ‘steps of humillation’ refer to the things
necessary for our redemption, the ‘steps of exaltation’ are the proofs that we stand redeemed.

State of Exaltation 5. Judge |
(Going up)
_4 Sietath
1
3, Ascended ¥ Bteps
2. Rose

1. Descanded |

Jesus’ Descent into Hell is part of His Exaltation.
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The Third Day He Rose again from the Dead...
Jesus foretold that He would rise from the dead.

The facts of the Resurrection are described simply. g
After spending 3 days In the tomb (part of Friday,
Saturday and Sunday) Christ returned from death.

The Bible says that He arose and that He was ralsed up
from death. This isn’t a contradiction, but both are
true. Christ himself arose as He promised. Chrlst’s
being raised up by the Father was also a message that
the atonement Is complete.

When we say that He rose again from the dead, we
mean that the same Jesus came back to life bodily.
Jesus did not come back as a spirit merely, but
physically arose from death.

Romans 4:25 (NKIV) 28 who was

delivered up because of our

offenses, W ralsed
of u

Matthew 12:40 (NIJV) * For as Jonah was three
days and three nights In the belly of the great fish,

Mark 8:31 (NKJV) 3 And He began to teach them
that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and
be rejected by the elders and chief priests and

scribes, and be kllled, and after three davs rise
again,

1 Corinthlans 15:3-4 (NKJV) ? For | dellvered to
you first of all that which | also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

“and that He was burled, and that He rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures,

John 10:17-18 (NKJV) ¥ “Therefore My Father
loves Me, because | lay down My life that | may
take It sgain. ** No one takes it from Me, but | lay it
down of Myself. | have pawer to lay |t down, and |

have power to take It again. This command | have
received from My Father”

Acts 2:23-24 (NKIV) ¥ Him, being delivered by the
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God,
you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified,
and put to death; 2* whom God raised up, having
loosed the pains of death, because It was not
possible that He should be held by it.
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He ascended Into Heaven...

The Ascension of the Christ took place 40 days after
His glorlous resurrection,

The Ascension Is the Coronation of the Christ, and
further proof that our redemption Is complete, Jesus,
having completed the work of salvation returned to
His native heaven,

The Ascension Is a reminder of Christ’s glorious 2"
Coming.

The Ascension reminds us that Christ Is preparing a
place for us In the Father’s House,

Acts 1:3 (NKIV) 2 to whom He also presented
Himself allve after His suffering by many Infallible
proofs, being seen by them during forty days and

speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of
God.

Ephesians 4:8-10 (NKJV) ! Therefore He says:
“When He ascended on high He led captivity
coptive, And gave gifts to men.” ¥ (Now this, “He
ascended”—what does it mean but that He also
first descended Into the lower parts of the earth?
¥ He who descended Is also the One who
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might
fill all things.)

Acts 1:10-11 (NKJV) ¥ And while they looked
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold,
two men stood by them in white apparel, ! who
also sald, “Men of Galllee, why do you stand gazing
up Into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will so come In like
manner a8 vou saw Him go Into heaven.”

John 14:1-3 (NKJV) “Let not your heart be
troubled; you belleve In God, belleve also In Me.
2 |n My Father’s house are many manslons; If /t
were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare
a place for you. 2And If | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and recelve you to Myself;
that where | am, there you may be also.
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He sits at the right hand of God the Father...

Christ told the religious leaders of that day that He
would sit at the right hand of God.

As Stephen was being executed, Ha was allowed to
see the Exalted Christ at the Right Hand of God.

This does not mean that Christ Is sitting on a chair In
the heavens to the right of the Father. The expression

‘right hand of God' refers to the highest position of
honor and glory.

We know what Christ Is doing for us at the Right Hand

of God...acting as our advocate and ruling all things for
our benefit.

Matthew 26:64 (NKJV) ® Jesus sald to him, "/t Is as
you sald. Nevertheless, | say to you, hereafter you
will see the Son of Man sitting et the right hand of

the Powar, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Acts 7:55~56 (NKJV) * But he, being full of the
Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,

8and sald, "Look! | see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing st the right hand of God!”
Ephesians 1:20~23 (NKJV) 2° which He worked In
Christ when He raised Him from the dead and
seated Mim at Mis right hand In the heavenly
places, * far above all principality and oower and
might_and dominion, and every name that I§

named, not only In this age but also in that which
18 to come. * And He put all things under His feet,
and gave Him to be head over all things to the

church, # which Is His body, the fullness of Him
who fills all In all.

Romans 8:34 (NKJV) *Who /s he who condemns?
It is Christ who died, and furthermore Is also risen,

who s even at the right hand of God, who als
makes intercassion for us.




