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and this life is in his Son.
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Reactions to Jesus’ Coming

OPENING DIALOGUE:

: Unto us a Child is born, Hallelujah!

: Unto us a Son is given, Hallelujah!

: The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.

: And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

P: Oh, come, let us worship Him:

C: Let us kneel before the Lord in the manger. Hallelujah!

HYMN: WS 708: Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: Based on TLH 90

P: Dear Heavenly Father, having come into Your presence, we
are moved to confess to you all of our many sins; sins that
we have committed in our desires, our thoughts, our words,
and our actions.

C: Have mercy upon us, O God, we pray.

SING: Gracious Child, we pray Thee, hear us,
From Thy lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us
Till we join th’ angelic choir.

P: You who are dearly loved by God, it is good and right for us
to come before the throne of His grace in Christ Jesus and
confess our many sins. The command of our Lord is that His
people be comforted with the message of forgiveness in the
Christ. Through the Prophet Isaiah, the Lord says to His
people, Israel: “Tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare
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now is over.” Our Savior came to make peace between God
and man. Now He desires to come to us and abide with us
— in our hearts — with His forgiveness and peace.

SING: See how God, for us providing,
Gave His Son and life abiding;
He our weary steps is guiding
From earth’s woe to heav’'nly joy.
: O most merciful God, we confess to You all of our
many sins. We have sinned against You by what we
have thought, what we have said, and what we have
done. Yet You have given Your only begotten Son to
die for us. Have mercy upon us we pray, and for His
sake grant us forgiveness for all our sins. By the
power of Your Holy Spirit cause us to know Your will
truly, and to obey it willingly, so that by Your grace,
through faith, we may finally come to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
SING: Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing
And to Thee we come confessing
That our freedom Thou hast wrought!

: Since God has given you the Keys of the Kingdom of heaven,
and as you have called me to administer the same, even so
may it be to you as you believe, by the command of our Lord
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. He who believes
and is baptized shall be saved! For if the Son makes you
free, you shall be free indeed! O Lord, grant this unto us all.
SING: From the bondage that oppressed us,

From sin’s fetters that possessed us,

From the grief that sore distressed us,

We, the captives, now are free.

CHRISTMAS DAY COLLECT:
P: Grant, almighty God, that the birth of Your only-begotten

Son in human flesh may set us free, who through sin are
held in bondage; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST READING: . .. Hebrews 1:7-9
SECOND READING.......... Luke 2:1-14 with “From Heaven Above”
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ALL: “From heav’n above to earth I come
To bear good news to ev'ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:”

Pastor: And it came to pass in those days, that there went out
a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, everyone into
his own city.

ALL: “To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child, of lowly birth,
Shall be the joy of all the earth.”

Men: And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being
great with child.

ALL: “This is the Christ, our God and Lord,
Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will Himself your Savior be
From all your sins to set you free.”

Women: And so it was, that, while they were there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in
swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn.

MEN: Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes!
What is it in yon manger lies?
Who is this child, so young and fair?
The blessed Christ-child lieth there.

Men: And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo,
the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

WOMEN: Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
Thou com’st to share my misery;
What thanks shall I return to Thee?

Women: And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign
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unto you; Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.”
ALL: Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.

All: And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

ALL: My heart for very joy doth leap,
My lips no more can silence keep;
1, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle-song:
Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto us His Son hath given!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

THIRD READING: John 1:1-14

CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Christmas Creed

I believe in God the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, Who sent His Son as my
Savior on Christmas Day.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only
Son, our Lord, Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Announced by the Angels,
Worshipped by the shepherds,
Adored by the Wise Men, Who
lived to suffer, die, and rise
again, To free me from sin, C H R I ST M AS
death, and the power of the devil.

I believe in the Holy Ghost, Who has brought me to
faith in the Christ of Christmas, And by whose
continuous work in my heart, I am ever led to lay
before the feet of Christ the treasures of my love and
live under Him as my King, Both now and
forevermore. Amen.




HYMN......... WS 710: Once in Royal David’s City

SERMON:... rvvssessesesssassasesassnsssssssnsnssssanans Luke 2:6-7

(6) So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed
for her to be delivered. (7) And she brought forth her firstborn
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Reactions to Jesus’ Goming
BETHLEHEM: UNAWARE OF GREATNESS

RESPONSE: .....ccccerveneeen. TLH 79: Rejoice, Rejoice, This Happy Morn

C: Rejoice, rejoice, this happy morn,
A Savior unto us is born,
The Christ, the Lord of Glory.
His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim
And sing redemption's story.
My soul, extol God's great favor,
Bless Him ever For salvation,
Give Him praise and adoration.

CHRISTMAS PRAYER:

THE LORD’S PRAYER:...... Tune of It Came Upon a Midnight Clear’
C: Our Father, Lord on heav’'n’s high throne,
Most holy be Your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done
On earth — in heav’'n the same. lt"‘*"
Give us this day the food we need;

Forgiven may we be; ( ame

Into temptation do not lead;

From evil set us free. UPon d

Yours is the kingdom; unto You

In grateful love we bow; d / h
And Yours the pow’r; Lord, let us view Ml nlg t
Your mighty presence now.

The glory Yours; Your praise be sung Clear
By angel hosts and men

In ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue
Forevermore! Amen.
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CHOIR: Handel's Hallelujah Chorus

BENEDICTION: Tune of WS 708

P: The Lord bless and keep you, Look with love upon you,
Be gracious, and cause His face to shine with peace!
C: Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
The Savior close beside us,
God'’s love from harm to hide us,
The Spirit’s pow’r to guide us Evermore!

HYMN: Angels We Have Heard on High
1. [Women] Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains.
And the mountain in reply
Echoing their joyous strains:
All: Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

2. [Men] Shepherds, why this jublilee? &
Why your joyous strains prolong? w7
What the gladsome tidings be i
Which inspire your heav'nly song? f(:}V&E

All: Gloria in excelsis Deo! %
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

3. [Children] Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing:
Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
All: Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

4. [All] Glory to the Father be,
Glory, Virgin-born, to Thee,
Glory to the Holy Ghost,
Praised by men and heav’nly host:
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!




