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T The Order of Worship +

Prelude:

Opening Prayer:

HYymMN: ...t WS 774: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Note: Congregation sings stanzas 1, 3, and 4. Stanza 2 is as indicated.

1. A mighty Fortress is our God, A trusty Shield and Weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need That has us now o’ertaken.
The old evil Foe Now means deadly woe;

Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight;
On Earth is not his equal.

2. Men: With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected;
Women: But for us fights the Valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.
Men: You ask, “Who is this?”
Women: Jesus Christ it is.
Men: The almighty Lord.
Women: And there’s no other God;
ALL: He holds the field forever.
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. Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us.

We tremble not, we fear no ill, They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,

He can harm us none, He’s judged; the deed is done!

One little word can fell him.

. [Note: Please stand for final stanza]

The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.
And do what they will - Hate, steal, hurt, or kill -

Though all may be gone, Our victory is won;

The Kingdom’s ours forever!

Confession & Absolution:......... Adapted from the 5th Petition & the 2" Article

P:
C:
P:

R

P

C

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

[Spoken] Amen.

Let us confess our sins before the Lord God. With what such words does Jesus teach us
to pray in the Lord’s Prayer?

: Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

: What does this mean?

: We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins or
deny our prayer because of them. We are not worthy of things for which we are
asking, neither have we deserved them. However, we ask that our Father would by
His grace give us what we ask; even though we sin often every day and indeed
deserve nothing but punishment. We, too, will from our hearts gladly forgive and do
good to all those who sin against us.

The Foe was triumphant when on Calvary
|3 The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. (TLH 198:2)

: | therefore ask each of you, do you believe that God, by grace, for Jesus’ sake, will
forgive you all your sins?

: I do so believe. | believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
person, purchased and won me from all sin, from death, and from the power of the
devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and His innocent
suffering and death.

But short was their triumph, the Savior arose,

And Death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes;
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high.

He lives, yea, He lives, and will nevermore die. (TLH 198:3)
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P: Do you promise to amend your sinful life?

C: Yes, with the help of God, that | should be His very own, live under Him in His
kingdom, and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is risen
from death, lives and reigns in eternity.

P: Be it unto you as you believe. So now, according to the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
in entrusting us with the Ministry of the Keys, | forgive you all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Rejoice in our living God!

Oh, where is thy sting, Death? We fear thee no more;

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.
For all our transgressions His blood does atone;

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. (TLH 198:4)

Children’s Hymn: ........

Note: Congregation joins in singing stanza 4

1. Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.
Christ, the royal Master,
Leads against the Foe;
Forward into battle
See His banners go!
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

4. [Congregation]

Onward, then, ye faithful, Join our happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices In the triumph-song;
Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ the King;

2. Like a mighty army
Moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading
Where the saints have trod.
We are not divided,
All one body we,
One in hope and doctrine,
One in charity.
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

TLH 658: Onward, Christian Soldiers

3. Crowns & thrones may perish,

Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus
Constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never
‘Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise,
And that cannot fail.
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

This, through countless ages, Men and angels sing.

Onward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus Going on before.

Collect:

P: Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep them
steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them
against all enemies of Your Word, and bestow on the Church Your saving peace; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever. Amen.

Let us now prepare for hearing the divinely inspired and authoritative Word of our LORD.
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Response.............ccooevvvvevvererrenene. TLH 261:1: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word

Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word;
Curb those who fain by craft and sword
Would wrest the Kingdom from Thy Son
And set at naught all He hath done.

Epistle Reading:.............ccoooovevr, Romans 10:8-11 (vkwv™)

8 But what does [Scripture] say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that
is, the word of faith which we preach): ° that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. *° For with the
heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
" For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”

Response:...........ccoevvvevvevvrreennnn. TLH 261:2: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word

Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known,
For Thou art Lord of lords alone;

Defend Thy Christendom that we

May evermore sing praise to Thee.

Gospel Reading:............ccooveveeeiceeeeeeee s Mathew 10:16-33 (nkiv™)

16 “Behold, | send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and
harmless as doves. *’ “But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge
you in their synagogues. ‘® “You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a
testimony to them and to the Gentiles. *° “But when they deliver you up, do not worry about
how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak; *°
“for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. L “Now brother
will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents
and cause them to be put to death. 22 “And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he
who endures to the end will be saved. * “When they persecute you in this city, flee to another.
For assuredly, | say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of
Man comes. ** “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 2 4t s
enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household!
26 “Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and
hidden that will not be known. ¥ “Whatever | tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what
you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops. *® “And do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. *°
“Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart
from your Father’s will. 30 “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 “Do not fear
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me
before men, him | will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 “But whoever denies
Me before men, him | will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.”
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Response.............ccooevvvvevvvrvrnenene. TLH 261:3: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word

O Comforter of priceless worth.
Send peace and unity on earth.
Support us in our final strife

And lead us out of death to life.

Confession of Faith:............. Article IV of the Augsburg Confession, Justification

C: It is also taught among us that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness
before God by our own merits, works, or satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness
of sin and become righteous before God by grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith, when
we believe that Christ suffered for us and that for His sake our sin is forgiven and
righteousness and eternal life are given to us. For God will regard and reckon this faith
as righteousness. Amen.

Hymn:.........ooovveeee. Oh, Lord Our God (By Rev. Dale Redlin, Tune: “O Canada”)

1. Oh, Lord our God, We bless Your holy name.
Who has through us, Your saving grace proclaimed.
When the days seemed black, And our faith grew slack,
You kept leading through the night.
When our spirits failed, Then Your Word prevailed -
Our one and only certain light.
Lord, guard Your Church. Set sinners free.
Built on the Rock, Our Savior God, are we.
Built on the Rock, Our Savior God, are we.

3. Oh, Lord our God, We bless Your holy name.
Open the hearts Of souls Your grace will claim.
Lord Your blessings send And Your Word defend
While Your servants onward go.
Give us courage Lord To proclaim Your Word,
The soil prepare, the seed to sow.
Lord send Your Word Throughout the earth.
Your kingdom comes To souls who hear Your truth.
Your kingdom comes To souls who hear Your truth.

4. Oh, Lord our God, We bless Your holy name.
Who does through us Your saving grace proclaim.
When the days seem black, And our faith grows slack,
You will lead us through the night.
When our spirits fail, Your Word will prevail -
Our one and only certain light.
Lord guard Your Church. Set sinners free. [Note: Please stand for final two lines]
Built on the Rock, Our Savior God, are we.
Built on the Rock, Our Savior God, are we.
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Sermon TeXt: ... Psalm 46 (k™)

R

- ? There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God,
: The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High.
: ° God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved;
: God shall help her, just at the break of dawn.

* ® The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved;

: He uttered His voice, the earth melted.

: 7 The LORD of hosts is with us;

: The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

- 8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, We believe, teach,
: Who has made desolations in the earth. and confess ...

: 7 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

: 1 God is our refuge and strength,

: A very present help in trouble.

: 2 Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed,

: And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
-3 Though its waters roar and be troubled,

: Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah

: He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariot in the fire.
- 19 Be still, and know that | am God:

: 1 will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth!

: ' The LORD of hosts is with us;

: The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

Courage to Confess Christ with Certainty
in a Currently Corrupt Culture

» ) Ce— ot

Quartet:...............ccccoeu..e. Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God (Arr.: Paul Christiansen)

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.
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HYymMN: ...t WS 764: God of Grace and God of Glory

1. God of grace and God of glory,
On Your people pour Your pow’r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story;
Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom; grant us courage
For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.

2. Lo, the hosts of evil round us
Scorn the Christ, assail His ways.
From our fears that long have bound us,
Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom; grant us courage
For the living of these days,
For the living of these days.

3. Cure Your children’s warring madness;
Bend our pride to Your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
Rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,

. . R
Lest we m.ISS Your k!ngdom’s goal, .. “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. (that is, the word of faith which we preach):

that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus

4. Save us from weak resignation ariel believe iyour Heart that God

To the evils we deplore; has raised Him from the dead,
Let the gift of Your salvation you will be saved.
Be our glory evermore. Romans 10:8

Grant us wisdom; grant us courage

Serving You whom we adore,

Serving You whom we adore.
Offering:

The Minnesota Delegate Conference has designated today’s offering toward the CLC General Fund.

General Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us
from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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BenediCtion: ..o

Tune of WS 775: Thy Strong Word

P (8): The LORD bless you, The LORD keep you,
The LORD make His face shine upon you.
May He look with love upon you. May He grant His peace to you.
C(R):
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise and glory, honor be!
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to God eternally!
Hymn:.............. Built on the Rock the Church

1. [Congregation]

Doth Stand (Setting: Paul Bunjes)

2. [Women only]

Built on the Rock the Church doth stand,
Even when steeples are falling;
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land,

Bells still are chiming and calling,

Calling the young and old to rest,

But above all the soul distrest,

Longing for rest everlasting.

3. [Choir only]

We are God’s house of living stones,
Builded for His habitation;

He through baptismal grace us owns
Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His nhame to tell,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell,
With all His grace and His favor.

5. [Choir only]

Still we our earthly temples rear

That we may herald His praises;

They are the homes where He draws near
And little children embraces.

Beautiful things in them are said;

God there with us His covenant made,
Making us heirs of His kingdom.

7. [Congregation]

Grant then, O God, where’er men roam,
That, when the church-bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come

Where Christ His message is bringing:

“l know Mine own, Mine own know Me;
Ye, not the world, My face shall see.

My peace | leave with you.” Amen.
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Surely in temples made with hands,
God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands,
All earthly temples excelling.

Yet He whom heav’ns cannot contain
Chose to abide on earth with men,
Built in our bodies His temple.

. [Congregation]

Now we may gather with our King
E’en in the lowliest dwelling;
Praises to Him we there may bring,
His wondrous mercy forthtelling.
Jesus His grace to us accords;

Spirit and life are all His words;

His truth doth hallow the temple.

. [Men only]

Here stands the font before our eyes
Telling how God did receive us;

Th’ altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice

And what His table doth give us;

Here sounds the Word that doth proclaim
Christ yesterday, today, the same,

Yea, and for aye our Redeemer.




