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Angels We Have Heard on High 
ENTRANCE : ................. TLH 98, st. 1: Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

CANDLE L IGHT ING : ................................................ The Christ Candle 

OPENING D IALOG : 
P: Unto us a Child is born, Hallelujah! 

C: Unto us a Son is given, Hallelujah! 

P: The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 

C: And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

P: Oh, come, let us worship Him: 

C: Let us kneel before the Lord in the manger. Hallelujah! 

HYMN : .......................................... WS 708: Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 

CONFESSION &  ABSOLUT ION : ............................. Based on TLH 90 
P: Dear Heavenly Father, having come into Your presence, we 

are moved to confess to you all of our many sins;  sins that 

we have committed in our desires, our thoughts, our words, 
and our actions. 

C: Have mercy upon us, O God, we pray. 

  SING: Gracious Child, we pray Thee, hear us, 

   From Thy lowly manger cheer us, 

   Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join th’ angelic choir. 

P: You who are dearly loved by God, it is good and right for us 

to come before the throne of His grace in Christ Jesus and 

confess our many sins.  The command of our Lord is that His 
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people be comforted with the message of forgiveness in the 

Christ. Through the Prophet Isaiah, the Lord says to His 

people, Israel:  “Tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare 

now is over.”  Our Savior came to make peace between God 

and man.  Now He desires to come to us and abide with us 
— in our hearts — with His forgiveness and peace. 

  SING:  See how God, for us providing, 

   Gave His Son and life abiding; 

   He our weary steps is guiding 

    From earth’s woe to heav’nly joy. 

C: O most merciful God, we confess to You all of our 

many sins.  We have sinned against You by what we 

have thought, what we have said, and what we have 

done.  Yet You have given Your only begotten Son to 

die for us.  Have mercy upon us we pray, and for His 

sake grant us forgiveness for all our sins.  By the 

power of Your Holy Spirit cause us to know Your will 

truly, and to obey it willingly, so that by Your grace, 

through faith, we may finally come to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

  SING:  Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

   When by faith we grasp this blessing 

   And to Thee we come confessing 

    That our freedom Thou hast wrought! 

P: Since God has given you the Keys of the Kingdom of heaven, 

and as you have called me to administer the same, even so 

may it be to you as you believe, by the command of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  He who believes 

and is baptized shall be saved!  For if the Son makes you 

free, you shall be free indeed!  O Lord, grant this unto us all. 

  SING:  From the bondage that oppressed us, 

   From sin’s fetters that possessed us, 

   From the grief that sore distressed us, 

    We, the captives, now are free. 

CHRISTMAS DAY COLLECT :   
P: Grant, almighty God, that the birth of Your only-begotten 

Son in human flesh may set us free, who through sin are 

held in bondage;  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

CHOIR : ................................................................................. For Unto Us 
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F IRST READING : ............................................................ Isaiah 52:7-10 

SECOND READING : ......... Luke 2:1-14 with “From Heaven Above” 

  ALL: “From heav’n above to earth I come 

   To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

   Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

    Whereof I now will say and sing:” 

Pastor:  And it came to pass in those days, that there went out 

a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be 

taxed.  (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 

governor of Syria.)  And all went to be taxed, everyone into 

his own city.  

  ALL: “To you this night is born a child 

   Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

   This little child, of lowly birth, 

    Shall be the joy of all the earth.” 

Men:  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 

Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 

David:)  To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 

great with child. 

  ALL: “This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 

   Who in all need shall aid afford; 

   He will Himself your Savior be 

    From all your sins to set you free.” 

Women:  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 

were accomplished that she should be delivered.  And she 

brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger; because there 

was no room for them in the inn. 

  MEN: Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes! 

   What is it in yon manger lies? 

   Who is this child, so young and fair? 

    The blessed Christ-child lieth there. 

Men:  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 

the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, 

the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 

  WOMEN:  Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest, 

      Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

      Thou com’st to share my misery; 

       What thanks shall I return to Thee? 
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Women:  And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, 

I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 

people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign 

unto you; Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling 

clothes, lying in a manger.” 

  ALL: Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

   Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 

   Within my heart, that it may be 

    A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

All:  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

  ALL: My heart for very joy doth leap, 

   My lips no more can silence keep; 

   I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

    That sweetest ancient cradle-song: 

   Glory to God in highest heaven, 

   Who unto us His Son hath given! 

   While angels sing with pious mirth 

    A glad new year to all the earth. 

THIRD READING : ............................................................... John 1:1-14 

CONFESSION OF FAITH : ................................... The Christmas Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth,  Who sent 

His Son as my Savior on Christmas Day. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Announced by the Angels, Worshipped 

by the shepherds, Adored by the Wise 

Men, Who lived to suffer, die, and rise 

again,  To free me from sin, death, and 

the power of the devil. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, Who has 

brought me to faith in the Christ of 

Christmas, And by whose continuous 

work in my heart, I am ever led to lay before the feet of Christ 

the treasures of my love and live under Him as my King, Both 

now and forevermore.  Amen. 

HYMN : ........................ TLH 83: Hark! What Mean These Holy Voices 



 5. 

SERMON : .......................................................................... Luke 2:13-14 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Angels We Have Heard on High 

The Angels Appear to the Shepherds  
RESPONSE : ...... WS 714: Break Forth, O Beauteous Heav’nly Light 

HYMN : ............. TLH 103: To Shepherds as They Watched by Night 

OUR G IFTS TO THE CHRIST-CHILD : .................................... Interlude  

CHRISTMAS PRAYER :   

THE LORD’S PRAYER : ...... Tune of ‘It Came Upon a Midnight Clear’ 
C: Our Father, Lord on heav’n’s high throne, 

 Most holy be Your name. 

 Your kingdom come.  Your will be done 

 On earth — in heav’n the same. 

 Give us this day the food we need;   

 Forgiven may we be;   

 Into temptation do not lead;  From evil set us free. 

 Yours is the kingdom;  unto You 

 In grateful love we bow; 

 And Yours the pow’r;  Lord, let us view 

 Your mighty presence now. 

 The glory Yours;  Your praise be sung 

 By angel hosts and men 

 In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue  Forevermore!  Amen. 

BENEDICT ION : ............................ Tune of “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 
P: The Lord bless and keep you,  Look with love upon you, 

 Be gracious, and cause His face to shine with peace! 

C: Glory to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 

 The Savior close beside us,   

 God’s love from harm to hide us, 

 The Spirit’s pow’r to guide us  Evermore! 

HYMN : ...........................................................TLH 87: Joy to the World 
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 Christmas Greetings:  Our time in the Lord’s kingdom work at Grace 

has been a special opportunity throughout the years.  At this time of 

year we have always felt showered with many blessings from the 

congregation.  But this year the generosity and kindness of so many 

people has been beyond overwhelming and has brought us to tears on 

many of the days the past few months.  As Pastor has faced his cancer, 

your support has exhibited the love of Christ in word and action.  The 

financial outpouring of support through personal gifts, the 

congregation’s gift, and the GoFundMe page has been staggering.  The 

many comments, words of encouragements, and the innumerable 

prayers that have been offered for our behalf make us speechless.  We 

are truly blessed to serve among you and are immensely grateful for 

everything the congregation has done for us this particular Christmas.  A 

blessed Christmas, in sincere Christian love,  Pastor and Janelle Hein 

 Among Us:  Fred Dauer has returned home from the hospital with his 

ongoing lung issues.  Pastor is scheduled for a consult on Dec. 29 at MD 

Anderson in Houston given their experience with thymic carcinoma. 

 2023 Cleaning:  The 2023 cleaning sign-up list is now posted on the 

bulletin board in the fellowship hall.  Please consider signing up. 

 From the Elders:  All loose offerings collected during December will be 

distributed equally among the congregation’s called workers. 

 From the Elders:  To help with medical expenses, donations to the Hein 

family can be marked “Hein Gift” and placed in the collection or mailed to 

Grace Lutheran Church, Attn.: Treasurer, 460 75
th
 Ave NE; Fridley, MN 55432, 

or received online at www.gofundme.com/john-and-janelle-hein-family. 

 EduK8 Fund:  An opportunity to invest in the Christian education of our 

young people.  Donations to this fund will be used to start and maintain 

Christian schools in the CLC.  This fund was established last summer at 

convention and is administered by the CLC Board of Trustees at the 

direction of the Board of Education and Publications. 

 CLC News:  Pastor Tim Daub of Prince of Peace Lutheran in Hecla, SD, 

has returned the dual call to serve Redemption Lutheran in Lynnwood, 

WA (Seattle area), and Ascension Lutheran in Tacoma, WA. 

 Sunday School Memory Work:  Christmas Eve Parts 
 

The following is the nomination slate for 2023:   

 Secretary:  Frank Radichel 
 Elder:  Larry Nelson, Eli Wales 
 Education:  Kevin Hulke, Bill Rust 
 Trustee:  Bob Vandeveer 
 Delegates:  Frank Radichel; William Rust, Benno Sydow 
 Key Executives:  Rick Nelson; William Rust 
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Organist:  Ryan Mueller Elder:  Benno Sydow 

Ushers:  Larry Brandt; Jeremiah Boe; Nick Duehlmeier; Dale 
Enns; Duane Enns; Brandon Paplow; Pat Paplow 

Counting Team 4:  James Bomber; David Hein; Roger Ochsner; 
Al Rosendahl; Dave Rust 

Church Cleaners:  Wales School:  Wales 

  
Ushers:  Larry Brandt; Jeremiah Boe; Nick Duehlmeier; Dale 

Enns; Duane Enns; Brandon Paplow; Pat Paplow 

Counting Team 1:  Dale Enns; Larry Nelson; Ryan Oman; Pat 
Paplow; Phil Radichel 

Church Cleaners:  Volunteers? 

  
Sun., Dec. 25: CHRISTMAS DAY 

No Sunday School or Bible Class 
10:00 am – Christmas Day Worship Service 

Sun., Jan. 1: NEW YEARS DAY 
No Sunday School or Bible Class 
10:00 am – New Year’s Day Worship w/Lord’s Supper 

Wed., Jan. 4: Grace School Resumes from Christmas Break 
Sun., Jan. 8: 9:00 am – Bible Class & Sunday School 

10:00 am – Worship Service (Epiphany 1) 
  12:00 pm – Council Meeting 
Wed., Jan. 11: 4:00-5:45 pm – Catechism for Public School Students 
Sun., Jan. 15: 9:00 am – Bible Class & Sunday School 

10:00 am – Worship Service (Epiphany 2) 
11:00 am – Hospitality  

  11:15 pm – Voters & Dorcas Guild Meetings 
 
 
Last Week’s Stats:  Dec. 18, 2022    Sun.: 78  S.S.: 18  B.Cl.: 29 
 Sun. Offering: Grace: $3,555 CLC: $740 
 Weekly Need: Grace: 4,250 CLC: 1,020 
     -Under / +Over: Grace: -695 CLC: -280 

 Year-to-Date Offering: Grace:     $233,643 CLC: $57,805 
 Total Budget for Year: Grace: 221,000 CLC: 53,000 
     Difference from budget (+/-) Grace: +12,643 CLC: +4,805 

 GLC Other:   1,465 Living Faith:   55 Tuition Aid:  165 
 SAF Endowment: 0 MDF: 10 Kinship:  125 
 ILC Student Aid: 15 ILC Bldg. 200 IIF:  0        CEF:  0 

 Current Balances: Tuition Aid:  $2,678 
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FROM THE MARTIN LUTHER CHRISTMAS BOOK 
“And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host.”  … They were 
“praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest.” 

See what God did in heaven about this birth 
which the world despised and did not even see 
and know.  The joy was so great that the 
angels could not stay in heaven, but had to 
break out and tell man on earth.  The angels 
proclaimed to the shepherds “tidings of great 
joy.”  This is a mighty comfort to us.  What the 
world despised the angels honored.  They 
would have had a much bigger celebration if 
God had allowed them, but he wished to teach us through His Son 
to despise the pomp of the world. 

All the angels in heaven, not one excepted, sang, “Glory to God 
in the highest.”  What a shame that all men should not preach this 
word when all the angels in heaven play it on organs and pipes in 
eternity!  The angels had no bigger congregation than two 
shepherds in a field.  They were filled with too great joy for words.  
And we who hear this message, “Behold I bring you good tidings,” 
never feel one spark of joy.  I hate myself because when I see 
Him laid in the manger, in the lap of His mother, and hear the 
angels sing, my heart does not leap into flame.  With what good 
reason should we all despise ourselves that remain so cold when 
this word is spoken to us over which all men should dance and leap 
and burn for joy!  We act as though it were a frigid, historical fact 
that does not smite our hearts, as if someone were merely relating 
that the sultan has a crown of gold. 

“And on earth peace,” sang the angels, “good will toward men.”  
The Kingdom of Christ is a proclamation of peace and grace, as 
the angels sang that He should be the Savior of the whole world to 
free His people and save them from their sins.  That He has done 
and still is doing.  He is not the sort of Lord who fights with the 
sword and has to do with civil government.  Rather He rules with 
the gracious preaching of peace.  For that reason He is called Jesus, 
meaning a Savior who helps His people to turn and be saved.  We 
have often explained, and again explain, how to understand the 
Kingdom of our Lord; how to distinguish the spiritual and the 
temporal realms; that this Lord Christ does not build castles, 
towns, and villages like an emperor, king, or elector of Saxony, or 
even like me in my own household, but he saves his people from 
their sins.  This is a fair, dear, and precious assurance to troubled 
and tormented consciences laden with sins, that to them and to us 
all a Child is born who will rule and vindicate, who will help, and not 
destroy, murder, strangle, or kill. 


