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sooth Anniversary: A Condensed Review of
the Events of the Diet of Worms
To properly pronounce the name of this
German city and site of the 1521 Imperial Diet;
think of how a microwave warms your coffee.
Then pronounce the W as a V. Which then
makes it sound more like your coffee Varms.
Worms is located on the Upper Rhine River,
three hundred miles to the southwest
of Wittenberg. It was a city of 7,000 in 1521.
Today there are over 80,000 residents
This very special Diet was not about food,
but refers to a political meeting. It could be
compared to a parliament or legislature that
meets to conduct the business of government.
This particular government was that of The
Holy Roman Empire. The new emporer was
Charles V, who had just been crowned
over Germany October 23, 1520.
He turned 21 years old on February 24, 1521.
He was a grandson of Ferdinand and Isabella
of Spain, and his Aunt Queen Catherine, the
first wife of Henry VIII of England.
This was his first Diet. And there were many
sides to the issues he faced regarding war,
politics, and religion.
Prior to the Diet of Worms beginning on
January 25, 1521, Roman Catholic Pope Leo X
had officially excommunicated Maritn Luther
on January 3", with a papal bull entitled

Decet Romanum pontiicum.

Huss, 100 years earlier was remembered.
The diet was relocated to Worms, after originally
being scheduled for Nurenberg. Relocation was
due to an epidemic of plague. Worms was likely
chosen because of the distance from Nurenberg,
and the fact that Diets had previously been held
there.



Events of the 1521 Diet of Worms:

January 28, 1521 The Diet opened with Emperor
Charles V, his Electors, and princes present, along
with many visitors. Among those present was
Luther's strong supporter, Elector Fredrick of
Saxony, who came without Luther.

Papal nuncio Aleander was the leading
representative of Rome. He felt the city
was hostile toward him. That nine tenths
of the Germans favored Luther, and the
other tenth were against the Pope.
February 13" Aleander spoke against
Luther in what seemed to be a victory for
the Pope who sought to simply condemn
Luther.
March 6"
Imperial herald, Kaspar Sturm, arrived in
Wittenberg to announce Charles’ offical
summons of Luther, to come before the
Diet of Worms.
March 28" Rome restated Luther's
excommunication with a special service of
anathema.
April 2"
Luther left Wittenberg for Worms after
receiving a 21 day safe-conduct passage.
With Sturm leading, he also was
accompanied by Professor Amsdorf, and
a fellow Augustinian named
Petzensteiner, and a young student
named Peter Suaven.
The Wittenberg magistrates gave Luther
a small carriage to use for the trip, and 20
gulden for expenses.
On the way he preached in Erfurt, Gotha,
and Eisenach, and also stopped in
Frankfort and Oppenheim.



April 16"
At 10 am, the Worms town watchman's
trumpet signaled the arriving party.
One-hundred horsemen rode out providing an
escort as Luther arrived to the more than 2,000
waiting onlookers.
He was taken to the Johanniterhof, the
residence of the Knights of St. John.
April 17" Reichsmarschall Ulrich von
Pappenheim, came to announce that Luther
was to appear before the Diet at 4 pm.
Dr. Jerome Schurff, a Wittenberg professor of
Cannon Law would be Luther's lawyer.
At 4 pm Luther was called for, and escorted to
the Pfalz, location to appear before the Diet.
Sturm and Pappenheim led him through a back
way on account of the crowds.
Upon entering the crowded room he was
reminded that he was not to speak unless
asked to. The presiding officer was Johann von
Eck, (not the man he debated in Leipzig)
When he appeared before the Diet he was
asked two questions: Were the books before
them his? Would he recant of what he had
written?
Before answering, Dr. Schurff asked that the
titles of the 25 books be read.
Luther answered: yes, they were, and added
that he had written more But as for the second
question, he could not answer so easily. The
books were of three kinds. Some more so
concerned matters of faith, which had
consequence for one's soul. He asked more
time to consider his answer.



April 18" Returning the next day (to a larger
room) he addressed the Diet in both German
and Latin.

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy
Scriptures or evident reason (for I believe neither in
the Pope nor the Councils alone, since it has been
established that they have often erred and
contradicted themselves) I am bound to the
Scriptures adduced by me, and my conscience has
been taken captive by the Word of God: I am neither
able nor willing
to recant. since it is neither safe nor right

to act against conscience.”

“T cannot do otherwise. Here I stand! God help
me! Amen.”

It is
unknown
whether
Luther
actually
said
those
exact
last
words.
But
there
is
also
no
reason
to
believe
he
could
not
have.
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Anton
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There
was
an
uproar
following
his
confession.
The
Emporer
left
the
room,
and
his
Spanish
soldiers
hissed
at
Luther:
“to
the
fire.”
The
next
day
Charles
summoned
the
Electors
and
the
more
powerful
princes
to
discuss
what
should
be
done
with
Luther.
It was
Charles’
view
was
that
no
single
monk
could
be
right
while
the
testimony
of a
thousand
years
of
Christendom
be
wrong.



April 24"
The first meeting took place after Charles had
eventually granted more time to meet with Luther
seeking compromise. Though Luther
remained steadfast, and when asked what else
could be done to convice him otherwise. He
responded with words from Acts 5:38-39: “If this
counsel or this work be of men, Mwill came to
nouoht: hut it tt he af God

ye can not overthrow it; lest haply ye be found
to fight against God.” April 26 Imperial herald,
Kaspar Sturm escorted Luther out of the city on
his journey home. He was again granted a 21
day safe-conduct passage, provided he not
preach. But he did so at Hersfeld, and Eisenach
believing the request beyond state authority.

May 4" Luther was secretly taken away to
the Wartburg Castle where he was kept for
safe-keeping by Elector Fredrich.

May 8" A Document condemning Luther was
presented at the Diet but failed final approval.

May 25, 1521

The Diet of Worms Concluded.

May 26" The Edict of Worms is published, and
Luther and his supporters fall under the Imperial
Ban.
Qh July 1, 1523, two monks Jan van Essen and
Hendrik Vos refused to recant of Luther's teachings
and were bumed at the stake.
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.His truth endureth to all generations. Psatm 00:5
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